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Perceptions of Crime Survey Questions
In the course of every individual’s life, one must come across an experience of crime either directly or indirectly. However, as people get to learn about crime through the various ways and process, their perception get influenced and changed by these experiences (Warr, 1994). The following survey questions will help understand the perceptions of crime from two main aspects, from the public and media perspectives. These five questions will provide overview insights on the various aspects of crime perceptions in the society. 
What type of crime is common in your neighbourhood? 
This question seeks to help the interviewer understand the interviewees’ level of understanding the types of crimes in their surroundings. This question adopts a closed-ended format, which makes it to answer. The question has been provided with alternative choices to select from, which will motivate the interviewee to participate in the survey. It takes a short time to answer the question. Furthermore, it provides the interviewee with a deep understanding of the various crimes that occur in their environment. There are various types of crimes that occur in various communities. This question also offers the interviewees the option to list any other type of crime that does not appear on the provided list. Therefore, it would be appropriate for any interview group. 
On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being very low and 10 being very high, how would you describe your perception of the crime rate in your neighbourhood? 
Understanding the perception of crime in a particular region requires one to understand the level of challenges and problems that crimes cause. Participants in the survey are more equipped with the knowledge to enable them determine the level of challenges that they go through in the community. Being able to judge how much crime is taking away from the members of the community helps in understanding the level of seriousness that it deserves. With this question, I hope to find the level of threat that crime creates for the members of the community. This question is a closed-ended survey and it seeks to help the interviewees understand ad reflect upon the level of crime in their neighborhoods. Having lived and spent the most parts of their lives in their communities, it is easy for them to provide accurate answers with some guidelines on how they are supposed to rate the crimes. This format is also appropriate for the question because it is easy to answer. The question requires the interviewee to tick the appropriate star from 1 to 10 to determine their perception of crime rate in their communities. 
Does your community have a neighbourhood crime watch program?
One may assume that every community has a designed program that watches crime, but this may not be true because there are certain areas where proper crime watch programs are missing. This explains why the crime rates are different in every region. This question is a closed-ended, “yes/no” question format, which is the easiest and simplest to answer in the whole survey. The question just requires the respondent to provide a “yes” or “no” answer as appropriate to the community where they come from. 
How safe do you feel in your community?
Understanding the individuals’ perception of crime in a community depends on how safe they feel. Therefore, this question seeks to determine the level of confidence that the members of the community have on the security and law enforcement agencies, which are responsible for their safety. It is also a closed-ended question which the respondents can tick the option which they feel more comfortable with as they reflect on their community. 
Would you say the level of crime in your community has increased, stayed about the same, or decreased? Please explain? 
People who have lived in a certain community understand its trends other than anyone else. Therefore, seeking their opinion on how crime rate trends have changed in their communities is the most effective way to ensure that I understand their perception towards crime. Unlike the other questions, this is an open-ended question which requires the respondents to provide their opinion towards the subject. 
This survey combines both open-ended and closed-ended questions. However, I have used more closed-ended questions because they are simpler to answer as well as allow their respondents to provide their responses more quickly. I have kept the questions simple and clear as well as specific as possible to ensure that the respondents can understand them faster and respond. Sometimes, when the questions are longer, it is difficult to interpret, which may discourage the respondent from participating in the survey or some of them may end up misinterpreting the question. Furthermore, for the options I have tried to provide exclusive and exhaustive choices to ensure that the respondents can answer the questions with ease and clarity. 
These questions are also easier to understand and the results are easy to analyze. Furthermore, the closed-ended questions with the answer options provide the respondents with the context to questions. Some of these questions are sensitive and require personal opinion of the respondents. Closed-ended questionnaire was appropriate because it ensures that respondents don’t give irrelevant answers. However, this does not mean that this format does not have challenges. Sometimes, respondents may feel that the options provided in the survey do not reflect their opinion or even experience. In such a case, they may end up skipping the question. Therefore, that is why I added the option of providing a specific opinion if the available answer is not appropriate for the respondent. Further, I added an open-ended question to reduce this kind of limitation to closed-ended questionnaires. 
I chose these questions mainly because they both influence valuable policy making in the society. According to Lu (2015), even though the public perception is important in policymaking, their perception is also largely influenced by the media perception. Therefore, I think that forming an individual perception will be based on the general conclusion drawn from these two main perceptions. 
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